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afraid that some months afterwards, when the crops are sown, and the season
of idleness returns, there may be some reiteration of our present troubles.
In a year or two, however, we ought to have the whole country reasonably
quiet. When we remember how long dacoity lasted after our occupation of
Bengal; that thirty years ago the neighbourhood of Calcutta was rendered
unsafe by gangs of dacoits ; that within a still more recent period it was im-
possible to wander three or four miles out of Poona without a guard ; and that
there is at the present moment a dacoit leader at large in the Central Provinces
who has for years defied all the efforts to capture him put forth by our own
police and by those of several Native States, there is no reason to be dissatisfied
with the prospect before us, or impatient at the progress already made.

In dealing with this part of the subject, the Government of India has been
naturally anxious to assure itself that in repressing the disturbances which
have been troubling the peace of the country, no unnecessary rigour has been
employed.   I have already noted the strong injunctions laid upon General
Prendergast to act, not merely with humanity, but in an exceptionally kind
and conciliatory manner towards the people.    These injunctions appear to
me to have been conscientiously fulfilled.   For a brief period, and while our
troops were  actually in the presence of an enemy, martial law of   necessity
prevailed, and martial law is always a hateful expedient, and liable to abuse
in the hands of inexperienced or excitable officers ; but the moment the mili-
tary situation was assured,' Mr. Bernard was invested vrith fuU civil jurisdiction
over the province and directed to administer it accordingly.   A number of
civil officers have been placed  at his disposal, and the Chief Commissioner
assures me that the captured dacoits have been invariably tried and sentenced
by the latter, though the carrying out of the capital sentences has  neces-
sarily been entrusted to the military authorities.   He adds that none but men
caught red-handed, and fresh from tapine and miuder, have been   subjected
to the penalty of death.   However terrible the necessity for such a procedure,
it is the most merciful course in the end.   Violent crime can only be control-
led by a certain amount of rigour, and the peaceful inhabitants of the coun-
try, whom we are now bound to protect by every means in our power,  would
have a just right to  complain if, through undue leniency, the burning and
plundering of their villages,   accompanied,  as it often is, by cruel forms of
torture and murder, were encouraged rather than suppressed.    Subject, how-
ever, to the foregoing considerations, I have requested  Mr. Bernard  to   be
extremely cautious in sanctioning any death sentences  whatever.   In  doing
this, I have only suggested the course to which the well-known   humanity of
his nature is already predisposed.

It would have been more satisfactory before proceeding to arrange our
future organization had we been in the possession of fuller information aa to
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